FEDERALIST  RECONSTRUCTION  IN  AUSTRIA-HUNGARY         245
German imperialist expansion. All this would not have been sufficient to prolong the existence of such a regime for a single day after the armies of occupation had left, especially with Soviet Russia in the neighbourhood. As Palacky had foretold half a century before, the Czechscc had been before Austria existed, and were to be after Austria had ceased to exist ". The Czech people would remain, not because Allied propaganda could make use of their discontent, nor because a peace treaty provided for Czech independence, but because Austria, in any form, was unsuited to the development of the Czech nation, and between 1918 and 1938 there was no external power sufficient to force the Czechs into what they had good reason to regard as a prison.
If criticism of great historical events is desired, it must be turned against the course taken by the political development of the Austrian nationalities, and the Allies should be recognised as only secondarily responsible for supporting events that prevented the federal solution which might otherwise have been possible. But it seems quite unreasonable to reproach the Allies for having supported bourgeois, rather than socialist, trends wherever they could. Such a reproach is unreasonable in view of the social foundations existing in England both in 1918 and to-day. It is difficult to see why a socialist solution of national problems should, a priori., have been more difficult to achieve in Austria-Hungary than in the former Russian empire. But it was not the task of the Allies to attempt such a solution. They can hardly be reproached for the fact that their influence contributed indirectly to increase the obstacles to revolutionary action in January 1918 : x to exercise such an indirect influence, in this way or that, is one of the most legitimate means which any social system in control of one or more Great Powers can apply in a direction desirable in view of its own structure. The best proof of the vitality of any revolutionary movement is its ability to overcome similar obstacles ; if it cannot, its forces are obviously inadequate to its tasks.
When the chance of a socialist solution was dropped on January 20, 1918, there remained hardly any way of solving the Austrian nationality problems except by perhaps temporary separation. An atmosphere of mutual inter-national sympathy such as had existed during the Czech demonstrations on behalf of the Vienna and Budapest workers, and during the Cattaro "fleet mutiny, could hardly be created outside the Labour move-
1 See above, p. 242.